
Beyond the Bin: Why Responsible 
E-Recycling is Non-Negotiable for Your 
Utah Business 
Here at i.t.NOW, we help Utah businesses manage their technology 
from procurement to performance optimization. But what happens 
when that technology reaches the end of its useful life? That old server, 
those outdated laptops, the pile of retired monitors – simply tossing 
them out isn't just irresponsible, it's a significant risk to your business 
and our beautiful Utah environment. 

The world is generating electronic waste (e-waste) at an alarming rate. 
Globally, a record 62 million tonnes were produced in 2022 alone, with 
projections soaring higher each year [1]. While the video insights we 
reviewed highlighted the complexity of recycling – involving shredders, 
magnets, infrared scanners, and meticulous manual labor – the 
reasons behind this complex process underscore its critical 
importance. As your IT partner, we believe understanding why 
responsible e-recycling matters is crucial for your operational security 
and corporate citizenship. 

Here’s why prioritizing proper e-waste disposal is essential: 

1. Protecting Your Sensitive Data: The Security Imperative 

This is paramount. Discarded hard drives, computers, and even 
printers can retain vast amounts of sensitive information – customer 
data, financial records, proprietary business intelligence. Simply 
deleting files or formatting a drive is often not enough to prevent data 
recovery by determined individuals. 

● The Risk: Improper disposal is a direct path to potential data 
breaches. A study by Blancco Technology Group found that 
42% of used hard drives purchased online contained residual 



data, including personally identifiable information (PII) [2]. Such 
breaches can lead to devastating financial losses, reputational 
damage, and legal liabilities under regulations like HIPAA or 
GDPR. 

● The Solution: Reputable e-recycling partners, especially those 
certified with standards like R2 (Responsible Recycling) or 
e-Stewards, adhere to strict data destruction protocols. This 
often involves physical destruction (shredding, disintegration) or 
certified data wiping processes that render data completely 
unrecoverable, ensuring your business and client information 
remains confidential. As seen in the video example, secure, 
access-controlled areas and meticulous wiping procedures (like 
those Sims Lifecycle Services employs) are hallmarks of 
responsible recyclers. 

2. Safeguarding Our Utah Environment: The Environmental 
Mandate 

Electronics are packed with valuable materials, but also hazardous 
substances. 

● Toxic Materials: Components contain lead (in older CRT 
monitors and solder), mercury (in LCD screens and batteries), 
cadmium (in batteries and circuit boards), and brominated flame 
retardants (in plastics) [3]. 

● Landfill Contamination: When e-waste ends up in landfills, 
these toxins can leach into the soil and groundwater over time 
[4]. This poses a serious threat to Utah's ecosystems and 
potentially our water supplies. Responsible e-recycling ensures 
these hazardous materials are carefully removed and managed 
according to environmental regulations, preventing pollution. 
The video highlighted the critical step of "demanufacturing" 
where hazards like batteries and toner are manually removed 
before shredding specifically to prevent environmental release 
and safety hazards like fires. 



3. Conserving Valuable Resources: The Economic & Sustainability 
Angle 

Your old electronics are miniature treasure troves. 

● Finite Resources: They contain precious metals like gold, 
silver, palladium, and copper, as well as base metals like 
aluminum and steel [5]. The video transcript noted an estimated 
$57 billion worth of such materials were simply thrown away or 
burned globally in 2019. 

● Circular Economy: Recycling these materials drastically 
reduces the need for virgin mining, which is energy-intensive, 
environmentally damaging, and costly. For example, recycling 
one metric ton of circuit boards can contain 40 to 800 times 
more gold and 30 to 40 times more copper than can be mined 
from one metric ton of ore in the US [6]. Recovered plastics, 
metals, and glass can be re-integrated into manufacturing, 
creating a more sustainable, circular economy. Sims, in the 
video, specifically mentioned sending recovered plastics back 
to HP for reuse in new parts, closing the loop. 

4. Meeting Compliance and Enhancing Reputation 

Depending on your industry (like healthcare or finance), specific 
regulations mandate secure data destruction. Beyond legal 
requirements, demonstrating a commitment to environmental 
responsibility through proper e-recycling enhances your brand image 
and resonates with increasingly eco-conscious customers and 
employees. Partnering with certified recyclers provides documentation 
and audit trails, proving compliance and responsible practices. 

The i.t.NOW Approach: Secure & Responsible IT Asset 
Disposition (ITAD) 

We understand that navigating e-recycling options can seem complex. 
That's why IT Asset Disposition (ITAD) is an integral part of the lifecycle 
management services we offer at i.t.NOW. 



● We Assess: We help you identify assets ready for retirement. 
● We Secure: We prioritize data security, ensuring data 

destruction methods meet compliance standards before 
equipment leaves your premises or is handled by a certified 
partner. 

● We Partner: We work with certified, reputable e-recycling 
partners who adhere to the highest environmental and data 
security standards (like R2 or e-Stewards). 

● We Manage: We help streamline the logistics, ensuring your 
end-of-life technology is handled responsibly, securely, and 
efficiently. 

Don't Let Your Old Tech Become a Liability. 

Responsible e-recycling isn't just about "going green"; it's about robust 
data security, resource stewardship, regulatory compliance, and 
protecting the beautiful state we call home. 

Ready to develop a secure and responsible ITAD strategy for your 
business? Contact i.t.NOW today at itnow.net or give us a call.  

Let's ensure your technology lifecycle ends as securely and 
responsibly as it began. 
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